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A Find on the Beach By M. Quad.

27.S per cent looked both ways, while;
3.301, or 19.3 pr cent, crossed at a ;

reckless spetd and only 35 stopped ;

before crossing. The Baltimore & Ohio
railroad made similar observations. ;

vhuik showed like results. On Sept.
12 729 automobile crossed the track
at one-stree- in 12 hours. Only 28 j

stopped to ascertain whether or not a!
train was approaching and 305 were j

or

To the Readers of The Argus:

The Argus has generously agreed to permit me to make
a regular contribution under this head, to use the space

as If it were my own. I am left free to make my selection
from where I will, whether it Is timely or untimely; to

search the highways and the byways for what may im-

press ai e as of interest and value to the people.

I assure my readers I shall try to make the most of

the opportunity. To do so I must forget that party lines
exist, and I will, just as I wish it mignt be practical for
them not to exist and that the principal issue on elec-

tion day might be, not whether a cand'date belongs to this
or that political party, but whether he is willing to serve

the masses of the people or th few who exploit them.

In ctner words, my idea is to submit information or

a thought that t would give to the world if I myself

edited a newspaper, the only mission of which was to

serve mankind; to do this and nothing more.

When I personally write the contribution, I will sign
it, and when I present the tnougit and work of others I

not even slowed down. There were
135 drivers who looked In both diree-- 1

tions. while 542 did not look at all be-

fore crossing.
These figures and special incidents

that have at one time or another been
brought to the attention of almost
everyone, demonstrate that, the people
themselves mast bear a large share
of the blame for grade crossings acci-
dents. The Railway Age Gazette, in
discussing the question in a lengthy
editorial, say?,:

"As the conn try develops it will be
necessary for the railways to continue
to eliminate grade crossings as rapid-
ly as they can. and the increases of
population and industry that make
sue h expenditures necessary should
naturally tend to so increase earnings
as to enable the roads to meet them,
but. meanwhile a great deal can be ac-

complished to make conditions safer
if the roads can secure the interest!""'
and cooperation of the publi of
Its representatives."

if1 CLYDE H.
TAVEMNER will so Indicate.

THE rVHEfUTA( I, TAX.
Reports from Washington give

meager mention of the possible intro-
duction in the coming congress of a
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Rock Island From River to
River.

Preparedness for Christmas is the
one great issue that is absorbing the
Interest of Rock Island people.

One of the automobile concern? bus
Just declared a 100 per cent, stock div-

idend. No, it is one of the others.

The English suffragists are showing
Signs of becoming violent again and
just when so many men are away from
home in the trenches fighting Teutons
and Turks!

It is said that no successor to Boy-E- d

and Von Papen will he named
until after the war, thus shutting off

a couple of opportunities for worry on j

the part of the
i :jj

sinr tvilHatt. A Wen Smith of

Michigan is after the republican presi- -

provming tor a leaerai tax on in-a-

jb.eritane.es. In spite of the fact that
such a tax was recommended in the

'report of the Walsh committee on in- -

ANNUAL FIRE HAZARD. f siriaI re'Bt,on8- "Mf waa anathema
' i some of our verv tories, it is

Christmas, with its holiday decora- - jin,ima!ed ,hat the proposed bill will
tions, resinous Christmas trees, 'have support, from a considerable ele-to- n

snow, Santa Claui whiskers and'ment in congress. There is ample

imitation suits, is nearly reasn why an inheritance tax should
She collected in the United States, andhere. In a few days vou will have an
the present tune, with other sources

opportunity to put into practice t.he;,of revenae alreaiv u,ilizea and the
lessons on fire prevention which were prospect, of tremendous expenditures
called to your attention last fire pre-- ; for military preparedness, would seem
vention day. The retention of tome of 'to be the logical time to inaugurate it.

boy that ft witch of the sea was hang,
ing about and meant to do us harm.

I simply contented myself with sav.
ing that we would leave some pro.
visions on the beach that night and inif they were missing in the morning
and with sleeping with one eye open to
see that the frightened fellows did not
steal the boat and make off to some
other Island.

We were down on the beach when
daylight came, and there were fresh
tracks again. The woman had circled
about the heap of provisions, but had
touched nothing. The Chinese wer
absolutely knocked out with constema-tion- ,

and only my promise to watch
the beach that night and capfur or
shoot the witch calmed them down. I
remained with them all that day to
prevent them from plotting, and it ws
not until midnight that I took tip my
watch on the shore.

It was low tide at 2 o'clock. I was
concealed behind a heap of brush, atl
it was a starlight night. At that hoar
a figure which looked like a human
being came out of the gentle sort and
began to walk up and down the beach.
As It walked away from me I rose up
and went forward on tiptoe and waj
within thirty feet of it when it caught
the alarm and fled back to the water
like a shadow. I heard an exclamation
of alarm and splashes in the water
and saw the wake as the "it" swam
away. I bad meant to keep cool, but
the sight of tho figure excited me, and
its escape when I figured on capture
added to it, and so, hardly knowing
what I did, I drew one of my revolv-
ers and began firing as the swimmer
moved away. I fired six shots, but I
heard no cry of pain or other sound.

1 went back to the Chinamen and
found them chattering in terror, and If
they had not been afraid of the witch
they would have made a rush for the
boat and left me alone on the Island.
I sat watching them till daylight came,
nnd then we all went down to the
beach. The tide was coming in, but
we found tracks as before. While we
were hurrying about, arguing and dis-
cussing, the tide brought in the naked
limb and foot of a woman, a whlto wo-

man. It had been torn from the body
by the sharks, and it was the foot
which had made the tracks in the sand.
One of my shots had struck and killed
her as she swam away, and the blood
bad brought the savage sharks to the
attack. There lay the limb before us, "

with the flesh hard and firm, though
show ing a bruise here and there. But
no other part of the body came ashore,
fl'o whom the limb bad belonged, how

he had been cast awny there, whera
jshe was hiding, why she did not seek
iotir protection none of these que
lions can I aaswer. We buried the
limb In the sands and heard no more
of (be nymph of the sea.

those suggestions in your mind and
!the sensible practice of them now they
save you considerable loss, perhaps
injury or death.

The American people enjoy an
unique position in tne worms eiw
omy "V reason or tneir carelessness ;

that conservation is not in our vncab
ularies and the need of preventing fir
by special precaution has never oc
curred to us, because whenever any
thing burns up we, know there i

plenty of material viih which to re

dentin! nomination. If the Smith "i xrte matter or pre prevention. we,tue poor pay tar more tieavuy. in pro-alon- e

stick bv him he is sure of a i are accustomed to such an abundance portion to their holdings, than the rich.
respectable primary vote.

. '.
.

Difficulty is said to be experienced in
locating the soun e of the systematic
cunipalgn to line up New crk state j

fn i'Atlr-,- Uiwg.:,'U for fliA

It is a fundamental of taxation that
citizens should contribute to the sup-
port of the government according to
the benefits they enjoy under it. When and

Itaxes are levied indirectly, however, as
by means of high protective duties. war
tne principle is jmeiy to Be violated;

ing
The income tax is a commendable ef-

fort to enforce the correct principle in
taxation, and does succeed in placing
a just share of taxation on the shoul-
ders of those most able to hear it. But
the income tax. in the nature of things, thatcannot distinguish between incomeB

will

the

heritances exceeding i certain sum
would gather revenue from a. source

anglotrench
Having established international ,

itcan nomination for president. Incdi' .

uuieven in mis ciibikh- - sea oi caie- -
j earned ny exceptional anility and

there are two seasons v, hen ' service to mankind on the
we seem to outdo ourselves in cor.- - one hand, and incomes accruing with-structi-

conflagrations. One is on lout effort ami solely from inherited
the Fourth of July, the other at Christ- - wealth on the other,
mas time. To choose between the twoi A reasonable tax levied aeainur in

Oyster Bay vet ,'

J. P. Ball, son of the chief owner
of the St. Louis Federal club, has been
sued for $50.0im for breach of promise
bv an actress. Further evidence
against the claim that there is no
longer money in ball.

' overly careful, grow more than usual- -

A Salvation Army lassie found ly careless in tiieir handling of
poor "pickin's" "ear the New flammable materials, and, unless pre-Vo-

Stock Kxchange. George Griggs cautions are taken by thoughtful ones,
Buchanan felt sorry for her, so he the danger this ''ear will he greater

precedent by its insistence upon theemp,v
release or Mason, and bnuell. tollow-in- g

their arrest on board the Trent by
Captain Wilkes of the San Jacinto, it
is difficult to see how France hopes i

A. Rigby, Blackface Man.
Arthur Rlgby, who has been a pub-li- e

entertainer for upwards of 30 years,
has been spending a few days in Rock
Island. He is one of the performers
on the vaudeville bill which closes j

this evening at the Empire theatre. i

Rigby is a blackface minstrel. He
tells stories, cracks Jokes, but does!
not sing or dance, although he
gives an imitation of both. R.ig-- 1

by's position is that if he seriously at-- !

tempted to render a song number he
would fail in his effort to convince;
his audience that he was a trained ro-- 1

calist. He says he is not even un-- 1

trained. He does know how to dance,
he claims, but says there are so many j

people before the public who take shak- -

ing their feet as serious business that
he feels for byim to essay to execute
artistic steps would be merely adding)
to the already too large army that is
seeking to make a living in that par- - j

ticular field of stage endeavor. Hence i

he simply wobbles his feet, but he does
it after a fashion tha.t for any other j

actor u trv to imitate him would be i

fatal to the former's future. Others
have sought to acquire the peculiar
movements originated by Rigby, but
they have never yet, so far as the rec-

ords go, gotten up sufficient nerve to
permit the folks who pay at. the box
office to view them. Hence Rigby has
a rarity in the variety business an
almost original act.

You may or you may not care for it,
but, Rigby is still cashing it. He

doesn't even have to carry a special
drop. He says the only drop he will
ever have is when he grows so stale
that some armed person will so far
forget himself as to pick him off in the
middle of his act. Of course this is a

hit of Arthur's well known faeetious-ness- ,

as there is little likelihood that
he will force himself alter he has at-

tained to the age vhen all good actors
voluntarily ring down the curtain up
on their activities.

Rigby was reminiscing in a circle of
Rock Island friends the other night
and when he erred in a date he was
corrected by Tim Collins, our retired
capitalist. Arthur and Tim have been
friends so many years that neither
will hazard a guess of the time when
they first met. Tim says it was during
the Civil war. but Arthur insists they
were serving in different, regiments and j

that, it must have been after the re-- j
hellion was ended. But be that, as it j

may, as Bobby Gaylor used to put it. j

"You will hear theatrical managers
claiming that the public taste has
changed," said Rigby. "I beg to dis-

agree with them. I have traveled both
continents, and have found that people'
are just people, and that is all there
is to it. They want to be eniertained
and they are ready to fork over their
good money to the theatre that will
meet their desires. Let me tell you
where the trouble lies: We haven't
had coming along fast enough young
people with brains and the faculty of
using them in the entertainment busi-

ness. I am speaking with particular
reference to vaudeville, wont blame,
the managers. They go into the open j

market and buy the best they can find t

- - just the same as men do in other
lines. Take the average song and
dance team. As they enter the or-- j
chesfra strikes up some ragtime air
and the performers break into a cry
about being so far away from Tennes- - j

see and they are going back just, as!
soon as they accumulate carfare. This j

is followed by another selection de-- !
8cribi"S ,ne moonlight in Alabama or
th cotton fields of Louisiana. They
are all headed south. Why don't some
of them warble about the moon and
the flowers of the north? You get my
point: They all do the same stunt,
witn Riignt variations.

"I have attended rehearsals you
know all the actors must go over their
stuff with the orchestra before they j

open an engagement, and have heard
a team break into a song and seen an
other pair figuratively cave in their
shoes. 'My act is killed,' says one.
'Them guys stole fhat song from us
when they seen we were knocking 'em
out. of the seats. That's the h of
it. just as soon as an artist gets going
good some rum from the brush comes
along and plays pirate. Of course the
bums go on first, and that's what
makes it tough on we high priced per-
formers.' That's the rattle you hear
on the stage when the audience is not
in front.

"The truth of the matter is that, the
music publishing houses send their
new songs to every professional whose
name they have on file and tell him
he is the only one who is to be thut
favored. Each singer gets busy, learns
the latest hit, and the result is the pub
lic ts bomhK.rrtwl with It from ono onH rf
the season to the other. It is the same
with gags. Some writer will prepare
a line of new stuff for an entertainer
which the latter pays for. The big
city newspapers publish the bits that
win the laughs and the suit case cir-
cuit comedians cop it from the papers.
How many limes did you hear the
September Morn Joke? A hundred,
I'll wager, and some of 'em are still
pulling it.

"What the public wants is original-
ity, even if it isn't the brightest brand.
Of course it is not always possible for
an entertainer to change his act in its
entirety every season, but he should
freshen it, drop the dead stuff and
substitute live lines. There is room
in vaudeville today for bright people
who understand human nature and
know the art of stirring the risibilities
of the theatre patron. Of course many-bu-

y

a ticket at the box office, take a
seat and assume an attitude of 'I dar
you to make me laugh,' but the great
majority of people go to the theatre
in a mood to laugh, and if a perform-e- r

is half way amusing he is appre-
ciated.

"To be sure the pictures have made
inroads on vaudeville, but, in my Judg-
ment, it will not be permanent. New
blood has begun to show and it won't
be long until you will see fresh faces
In our vaudeville theatres, actora who,

' The Talawan islands, in the China

sea, are to the north of Borneo and

ferm a part of the Philippine group.

They stretch out for a distance of 700

miles and number nearly a thousand.

In the year 1SS2 I was lauded on ono

of the Palawans from a Singapore

trader to get up and run a copra

plant. I had with nie four Chinese,

and the trader lauded provisions for a
year.

Nothing cf special interest occurred
until I had been on the island three
months. Then one morning as I went
down to the boat to go on a fishing

trip I was amazed to find tracks of a
woman's bare feet on the wet sands.

AYhoever had visited our island in

the darkness had come up out of the
depths of the sea. No boat or raft had
landed on the shore. The footprints
were as plain aa a plaster cast, and
we were immediately interested and
more or less excited. After thtnking
the matter over I decided that the
woman must have come from one of
two islands north and eootb. and de-

termined to give both a search. I
set off to the north and in the course

of an hour made a landing. This is-

land had an area of not more than
five acres. I went over it carefully, but
not a living thing did I find.

It was noon when I got back to my
own island, and after dinner I set out
to search the other. As this ono had
more vegetation I took with me a
boy, who was about fifteen years of
age and named Whang.

It was near sunset when we put off

after a vain search, and when we
reached the reef surrounding our is-

land and a half a mile out from the
beach, the evening breeze died out to
a flat calm, and we lay like a log. Be-

fore taking to the onr to scull us into
the shore I sat quiet for a minute lis-

tening to the whispers of the sea.
Whang leaned over the rail of the boat
and watched the sharks darting to and
fro and leaving trails of fire behind
them, and things were so still that I
could hear the ticking of my watch,
when there came a strange interrup-
tion. It was the voice of a woman iu
laughter, and it sounded close by. We
both sprang up at the sound, won-
dering if our ears had deceived us, and
as we stood listening the sounds came
again. When they had died away the
boy turned to me and whispered:

".Master, let us get ashore at once!
There is a witch of the sea close by,
and she will drag us down!"

I waited ten minutes, mid, hearing
nothing more, I picked up the oar and
sculled in to the lauding. There I
found the three Chinamen waiting for
me, and they were in a state of great
excitement. They had heard the
laughter, and they believed with the

Sidelights on the

Peking. ( Correspondence of the As-- 1

social ed Press.) Yuan Kuo-tin- the
eldest, son of President Yuan Shi-ka- i,

recently had an audience with Ti. Yen,
the well known Buddhist monk who1

has been holding religious revivals
in Peking. Details of this meeting
have been widely reported in the Chi-

nese press and are causing much com-

ment because of poiiiical significance.
The president's son is reported to

have told the monk that for several
years he suffered an illness which
compelled him to give up all aspira-
tions for worldly affairs and to de-

vote himself to the study of Buddhist
writings, but. as soon as he grasped
the essential principles of these sa-

cred teachings he found his health
greatly improved.

Ti Yen replied that a man's earthly
existence is anything but real. "How-
ever," he continued, "as your high-
ness occupies such a position that
some day you will have, the responsi-
bility of the whole nation on your
shoulders, it is my highest hope that
your highness will take care of your
health so as to enable you to serve
your country in the coming days. A

man's spiritual and secular duties are
not irreeonciliable."

Yuan Kuo-tin- g responded: "If some
day the responsibility of the whole na-
tion is thrust on my shoulders I shall
faithfully serve the country."

At the request of Ti Yen, the presi-
dent's son promised to become the
defender of the Buddhist faith, and to
use his best, efforts to promote the
Buddhist, religion in China.

Shanghai. China's appeal to the
foreign powers to preserve peace in
portions of the republic, beyond Chi-
nese jurisdiction is somewhat justif-

ied by conditions in Shanghai. This
city is a refuge for criminals and out-
laws from various parts of China and
many of them are desperate enough
to undertake any criminal commission.

have studied the art. of amusing the
public, who are professionals in the
full meaning of the term, and who will j

appreciate that they must, possess tal-
ent that there is a demand for before
they are given a position on a bill.
Then you will see a revival in vaude-
ville that will be a surprise to those
who are now waving the black flag. i

"There was a time in my career
when I could stand on my left ear and
whistle out of my nose, but those days '

have passed for me and now I must
employ my brains in amusing an aud-
ience. Not that I am an old man far
from it hut I have grown a trifle
heavy, and then the tight-Dttin- g clothes
that are worn now make It Inadvisable
that I permit both my feet to ger. too
far away from me at tne same time
I simply study people, tell them clean
stories, and act foolish without being
offensive. But I am not a singer or a
dancer, yet I dabble a bit in both."

to justify Hs similar action in remov-- 1 oue or lhe otuer 0f tae belligerents;
ling German citizens, even though tbey j the latter would no longer be entitled
jwere in official capacity, from Ameri- - '"merely to require entire Impartiality
can Porto Uico liners. Difficult, unless , 0f a neutral and to forbid him from in- -
perhaps, France is determined to cast j terfering in any way in the hostilities,
international law into the discard as but they would place upon his freo-- j
its British ally has done. dom of commerce and navigation re- -

Although the Trent was a British strictions, the lawfulness of which

borrowed her cap, cape and tambour
ine, went on the exchange floor with
the outfit and came back with $100!
for the poor.

Here's a new k bath yarn.
Lumberjacks near Bessemer, Mich.,!
are on a strike because the company
ordered them to scrub regularly every
Saturday night. "Them city regula-

tions is too siylisii for us fellers here
in the woods," declared the leader of
the strikers.

Years but make the nerve grow
stronger. Albert William Schoon. a

jewelery repair man who lives in New
York, misplaced a mirror Mrs. Harry
I.angworth had left at his shop to
he repaired. That was 25 years ago.
He found If yesterday and returned it,
at the same time presenting his bill
for 25 cents.

Bryan's Commoner asks: "Is the;
Chicago Tribune so anxious to have a

war somewhere that, having failed to

CHfDE H. TAVENNER.

which in justice would contribute to
the support of the government. It
would tend toward further shifting of
taxation burden from the poor to the
rich and would draw revenue from a
class whose tendency is generally to
become parasitical, rather than pro-

ductive It would tend, eventually, to
curb the accumulation of those vast,

and useless fortunes which are menac-

ing the freedom of commerce and in-

dustry and trending gradually but
certainly toward an American aristoc-
racy of wealth.

Every thinkable argument against
the inheritance tax was brought for-

ward by the in
England when the measure was first
proposed in that country, but its Jus-tiv- e

waa so that, the argu
ments were overwhelmingly rejected.
England is now collecting a large
share of her revenues from this source,

has lately increased the assess-

ment against, inheritances to provide
funds. Sooner or later the inher-

itance tax must be considered in the
United States. In view of the impend

expenditures for preparedness, ltj
would seem that this consideration
should come with the next session of
congress. Peoria Journal.

WORKERS MTU, PROFIT.
Government manufacture will mean

the workmen who perform the la-

bor of actually making the munitions
receive higher wages and better

working conditions than if the con-

tracts for war materials are awarded
private munition firms, among

which are numbered the most, bitter
enemies of organized Tabor in the Unit-
ed Slates. CLYDE H. TAVENNER.

incident
would no longer bv anything but n

word at any time the com- - j

merce and navigation of third powers
would have to suffer from their harm-- 1

less or even ndirect relations witu

modern international law has refused
to admit."

The analogy between the Trent af
anj tne one al preseat under dis

,i,iim , nerfeet im in th sticht
est detail the two are alike and there
are no iennstlnr rlrrtiwieinnrpo tn !

be 8dvauce(1 bv France to make the
action of its commander jibe with the
international law which it so boldy
stated above and the precedent which

'it so boldy set and upheld. There can
be but one outcome to the unfortu-
nate affair the German prisoners
must be set free and France must
apologize. This we have a right --to

i

demand and reason to expect.

Brady

a Little Lump.

least a second examination. He is the
kind of doctor we should like to have
care for our loved ones.

But the gentleman's letter teaches
more. The friends offered gratuitous
advice. Didn't the friends know?
Hadn't they had a second cousin who
had a cancer?

The idea hesitating between the
gratuitous advice of busybodies and
the opinion of an expert! And our
correspondent's letter shows that he
is an educated man. It is without a
single flaw.

When the family doctor spoke of ex-
cising a portion of the lump for diag-
nosis, of course he meant that it is
done with the patient under anesthesia,
and the diagnosis made in five min-
utes, so that the operation may be di-

rected accordingly. As for "scattering
the germs" that is mere old wives'
gossip. No one has found the germs
or other cause of cancer as yet. And
there has never been reason to imag-
ine the disease could be aggravated bv
suchprocedure.

QrESTIOXS ASD ANSWERS.
The Baby's Colic.

What makes our baby, seven weeks
old, keep the household in an uproar
every eight with colic? Isn't there
any way to pevent it? writes a father.

Answer Surely. First be sure it is
colic very frequently it isn't." Then
stop feeding such high protein food,
avoid castor oil. give the baby and
mother a daily airins in the rmon nnrl!,..my Pon warm enemas given through
soft catheter to relieve the distress

ship and flying British olors ihej
French government took a prominent j

part in the Trent dispute, because one!
of the two confederates seized was go- - j

irg to France as an agent of the t'oti-- i
federate government. In a note ad-- !
dressed to the state department of the i

flitted Suites at that time the French i

government said j

"It i he Trent i was carrying its
cargo and its passengers to a neutral i

country, end moreover, it had taken
them on in a neutral port. If it were
admissable that under such conditions
the neutral flag did not completely cov-

er the persons and merchandise which
it was transporting, its immunity

induce this government to interfere! Nothing which might mar the pieas-forcibl- y

In Mexico, H is driven to op- - j ure of Christmas ought 10 be permit-pos- e

peace in Europe in order that it tej through carelessness. It is bet-ma- y

continue to regale its readers j ter to be safe than sorry and to forego
with the bloody details of the royal some little pleasure than to turn the
sport of j Christmas season into a time of

mourning.
It is not too late for you to donate - mm

j for destructiveness would he difficult.
One of those times is approaching!

when the American people, never

than ever.
It is necessary, if we must hav

Christmas trees and holiday enter-
tainments, to use fireproof materials,
to fireproof ordinary materials or to
use electric lights on the trees instead
of open flame candles. There are
plenty of fireproof materials which
can be used for Christmas tree trim-
mings and decorations. Cotton has
always been a favorite substitute for
snow in trimming Christmas trees, but
with the cheap materials that are of- -

fered now, the tinsel and lace, it i

seldom necessary to use cotton. When
it Is necessary, w hich can only be ex-- ;
ceptional eases, there are plenty of j

preparations on the market, with which
cotton can be made fireproof. Elec- -

trie lights for Christmas trees have i

become so cheap of late that they
have almost supplanted the candles of;
other years, but in homes where elec-- ,,

irieuv is no: avaname caieues musi
sometimes be used and when this is
so the greatest care should he taken
jn placing them.

FINISH OF VILLA.
In Mexican tragedies for a long time

past General Francisco Villa has been
a conspicuous figure. As the Associat-
ed Press dispatches have stated, his
daring and his qualities of leadership
drew to him the support of numerous
desperate characters tn Mexico, and
thus did he organize a formidable fight-
ing force. Villa's strength has been
devoted to destructiveness. He has
been a powerful outlaw. Cunning, re-

sourceful and constantly conducting
raids which justified the reports that
he was a reckless and blood-thirst- y

bandit, he proved a constant menace
to peace in Mexico. Reports that he
has finally been cornered and forced
t,o yield are received in the United
States with satisfaction. The crush- -
ing of this bandit and his band should
remove at least one serious obstacle!
froni the path of peace through Mex-

ico.

The Safe Spot
"So when you had 200 feet start to

escape you ran instead directly up to
the bear when your gun failed to
work? I don't know whether you were
a foolhardy hero or a rattled fool!" de-

clared the doctor as he sewed up
Smlth'a numerous wounds.

"I was neither," explained Smith. "I
used remarkable Judgment at a crit-
ical moment You see, the bear was
between Jones and myself. I saw Jones
was about to fire, so I took shelter at
the safest spot with the bear." New
York Sun.

Plain as Da.
They had ordered dinner and had

waited for a half hour without results.
"I wonder what makes the waiters

in this place so thin and hungry look- -

European War
The. municipal jail contained more
than l,2u0 convicts late in September

a record for this season. Chinese
crooks enjoy life In the Shanghai Jail.
It affords a pleasant home In winter,
and offers better food than Chinese
coolies are accustomed to.

There is considerable agitation here
for the restoration of flogging in an
effort to discourage loafers from seek-

ing jail sentences. No other part in
China is as lenient to criminals as
Shanghai. Under Chinese law, they
are flogged for small offenses and ex-

ecuted for serious ones. Here in

Shanghai, jail sentences and comfort-
able lodging make very
attractive. Recently there have been
many cases of Chinese actually as-

saulting policemen for the sole pur-

pose of getting locked up during the
winter.

London. A tribute to the patriot-
ism, courage and energy of the British
fishermen is contained in the govern-

ment's annual report on sea fisheries
for 1914, Just issued.

No industry, says the report, has

been so greatly affected by the war
as sea fishing, and "when the history
of the war Is written, the country will

realize, as it never has before, the su-

preme value to a maritime power of an
organized fishing industry and a dar-

ing fishing population."
Notwithstanding the limitation of

fishing waters by naval regulations,
mine fields and German submarines,
there were landed in England and

Wales in 1914 some 10,125,000 hun-

dred weight of fish exclusive of shell

fish of the value of $39,235,000, as

against. 10,152,000 hundred weight In

1913, valued at $50,045,000, The shell

fish catch dropped from the Value of

$1,640,000 in 1913 to $1,445,000 in 1914.

London. 'Correspondence of The

Associated Press.! The most rapidly
promoted man in the British army is
Lieutenant-Colon- W. E. Austin of tha
17th Reserve Battalion of the Cheshire
regiment, enlisted as a private in

that regiment on Aug. SO. 1914. He,

enlisted as a stranger, with only soma

militia experience behind him, and

'rose rapidly through the
ranks to a commission, and

ithen from quartermaster to adjutant,
company commander and battalion a-

djutant with the result, that at the eml

jof 11 montfis he was commanding
regiment.

Daiiy History Class Dec. 22.
1S07 The embargo on trade with Eng-

land, etc., t'ok effect, and mi'li
loss and discontent resulted. The

embargo of ISO" is the in st la'

nious in our history.
li14 The Russian siege of Crueo

was abandoned by the army of

Oneral Dimitrieff owing to pres-

sure by Au.striaus on the southern
Cank.

to The Argus Santa (Taus fund to
purchase gifts and goodies for the
poor children of the city. There are
nearly one thousand little tots for
whom the committee must buy gift.
Leave your contribution either at The
Argus office or at the headquarters of

the committee In the Robinson build-
ing. Second avenue and Eighteenth
street.

CROSSING ACCIDENTS.
That the railroads of the United

States realize the importance of doing
everything In their power to prevent

grade crossing accidents is indicated
by the recent action of the American
Railway association. On the recom-

mendation of its executive committee
that organization has started a cam-

paign for the prevention of such acci-
dent and a special committee has
been appointed with James A. McCrea.
president of the Long Island railroad,
as chairman, to investigate the entire
problem.

According to statistics of the inter-
state commerce commission for the
last ten years 9.479 persons have been
killed and 21,917 injured by being
strnck by trains at grade crossings. In
li13 the number killed was S37 and
the number injured 1,564. In 1914 the

-- ure had increased to 1,147 killed
id 2,935 injured. , The increase from
;ar to year throughout the
rlod is steady.
That a large percentage of these

isualtiet were due rather to the care-issne-

of the victim than to any
tult of the railroads is shown from

observations made by various roads.
The Southern Pacific noted the actions
of the drivers of 17,021 motor vehicles
on approaching railroad crossings in a

number of widely separated localities.
Of the total 11.S38 driver, or almost
70 per cent, looked neither to the right
or left before crossing the tracks, 2.7
per cent looked only one tray and only

William

Education and
"Reading your articles in the paper,"

writes a correspondent, "has impress-
ed me greatly and helped me and other
members of 'my family in various prac-
tical ways. About 10 days ago my
wife discovered a small lump in the
right hreast. Following your sugges
tion of some Httle time ago, we im--

(mediately called our family physician,
jwho made a thorough examination"
the doctor started right "and advised
us that he could find no proof of can- -
cer, giving ua a prescription and ask-
ing us to call again in two weeks. The
doctor ald that if it did not go away
soon the proper thing was to cut it out.
He explained that a piece of the lump
would be examined microscopically to
determine whether it was a eaner.

"Now some of our friends tell us
this might have the effect of scatter-
ing the germs if it i of cancerous na-
ture. Others say it should be determ-
ined while the patient is on the table
whether the condition is cancer or not.
So we are very anxious to find out the
safe course. My wife is 49 years old,
apparently well, a little ."

We quote the writer not verbatim,
but by condensing his letter. It
teaches a lesson.

The family doctor very evidently
knows his business. Didn't he make
a thorough examination? Further
more, he gave an honest opinion-
neither jumoing to the conclusion
that every lump Is a cancer, nor let- -

The doctor fonnri no f"I 5U "Iiyet he couid not be sure without at!

"I suppose it is because when they! ting the patient go awav without the
it down to eat they are waited on by 'injunction to return in two week.

the other waiters." he replied. Spo- -
kane Spokesman-Revie-


